
The Census: A Snapshot
What: !  The census is a count of everyone residing in the  
United States.

Who: !  All U.S. residents must be countedÑ both citizens and  
non citizens.

When: !  You will receive your questionnaire in March 2010 either 
by U.S. mail or hand delivery. Some people in remote areas will 
be counted in person.

Why: !  The U.S. Constitution requires a national census once every 
10 years to count the population and determine the number of 
seats each state will have in the U.S. House of Representatives. 

How: !  Households should complete and mail back their 
questionnaires upon receipt. Households that do not respond 
may receive a replacement questionnaire in early April. Census 
takers will visit  households that do not return questionnaires to 
take a count in person.  

A Com plete Count :  
The Im por tance of Census Data

Every year, the federal government allocates more than $40 0  !

billion to states and communities based, in par t, on census data. 

Census data are used to determine locations for retail stores,  !

schools, hospitals, new housing developments and other 
communit y facilit ies. 

Census data determine boundaries for state and local legislative  !

and congressional districts.

2010 Census Quest ionnaire:  
Easy, Im por tant  and Safe

With only 10 questions, the 2010 Census questionnaire takes  !

approximately 10 minutes to complete. Households are asked 
to provide key demographic information, including: whether a 
housing unit is rented or owned; the address of the residence; 
and the names, genders, ages and races of others living in  
the household.  

By law, the Census Bureau cannot share an individualÕs  !

responses with anyone, including other federal agencies and  
law enforcement entities.

CENSUS HISTORY 
 

The Þrst census took place  
in 179 0 to determine the  
number of seats each state 
would have in the U.S. House 
of Representatives. The census 
also was created to gain a 
bet ter understanding of where 
people lived and to establish 
pat terns of set tlement as the 
nation grew. 

ABOUT THE  
CENSUS BUREAU 
 

The Census Bureau  
was established in 19 02.  
Today, in addition to 
administering the census  
of population and housing, 
the Census Bureau conducts 
more than 20 0 annual surveys, 
including the American 
Communit y Survey, the  
Current Population Survey  
and economic censuses  
every Þve years.

We move 
forward
when you
send i t  back.

TO DEFINE WHO WE ARE AS A NATION

MINUTES  
QUESTIONS



Frequent ly Asked Quest ions

1. Q. Who should Þll out  t he census quest ionnaire? 

A. T h e in d iv id u a l in w h ose n a m e th e h o usin g un it  is o w n e d  
o r re n te d sh o u ld c o m p le te th e q u est io nn a ire o n b e h a lf o f  
e ve r y p e rso n liv in g in th e resid e n c e , in c lu d in g re la t ives a n d  
n o n-re la t ives. 

2. Q. How w il l t he 2010 Census di  er f rom previous censuses? 

A. In 2 010 , e ve r y resid e n c e w ill re c e ive a sh or t q u est io nn a ire 
o f just 10  q u est io ns. M ore d e t a ile d so c io e c o n o m ic infor m a t io n 
p re v io usly c o lle c te d thro u g h th e d e c e nn ia l c e nsus w ill b e aske d 
o f a sm a ll p e rc e n t a g e o f th e p o p u la t io n thro u g h th e a nnu a l 
A m eric a n C o m m un it y  Sur ve y. To le arn m ore a b o u t th e A m eric a n 
C o m m un it y  Sur ve y, v isit  w w w.c e nsus.g ov. 

3. Q. How are census dat a used? 

A. C e nsus d a t a d e te r m in e th e nu m b er o f se a ts e a ch st a te w ill 
h ave in th e U .S . H o use o f R e p rese n t a t ives. C e nsus d a t a a lso c a n 
h e lp d e te r m in e th e a llo c a t io n o f fe d e ra l f un ds fo r c o m m un it y  
se r v ic es, su ch as sch o o l lun ch p ro g ra ms a n d se n ior c it iz e n 
c e n te rs, a n d n e w  c o nstru c t io n , su ch as h ig h w ays a n d h osp it a ls.  

4. Q. What  kind of assist ance is available t o help people 
com plet e t he quest ionnaire? 

A. 2 010  C e nsus q u est io nn a ire la n g u a g e assist a n c e g u id es are 
av a ila b le in a v arie t y o f la n g u a g es. Q u est io nn a ire A ssist a n c e 
C e n te rs (Q A C ) w ill a lso assist th ose un a b le to re a d o r un d erst a n d 
th e q u est io nn a ire . L arg e - p rint q u est io nn a ires a re av a ila b le to 
th e v isu a lly im p a ire d  u p o n re q u est , a n d a Te le tex t D e v ic e fo r 
th e D e af ( T D D) p ro g ra m w ill h e lp th e h e arin g im p a ire d . C o n t a c t 
y o ur R e g io n a l C e nsus C e n te r fo r m ore d e t a ils a b o u t th e t y p es o f 
assist a n c e av a ila b le a n d fo r Q A C lo c a t io ns. 

5. Q. How does t he Census Bureau count  people w i t hout  a 
permanent  residence? 

A. C e nsus B ure a u w orke rs un d er t a ke ex te nsive o p era t io ns  
to t a ke in- p erso n c o unts o f p e o p le liv in g in g ro u p q u ar te rs,  
su ch as c o lle g e d or m ito ries, m ilit a r y  b arra cks, nursin g h o m es 
a n d sh e lt e rs, as w e ll as th ose w h o h ave b e e n d isp la c e d b y 
n a tura l d isaste rs.

2010 Census  
Key Dates

February Ð March 2010

Census questionnaires 
are mailed or delivered to 
households.

March Ð Apri l 2010

Be Counted program is 
implemented. Census 
questionnaires are available 
at select public sites for 
individuals who did not 
receive one by mail.

Apr i l 1, 2010

CENSUS DAY

May Ð July 2010

Census t akers visit  
households that did not 
return a questionnaire  
by mail.

Dec. 31, 2010

By law, the Census Bureau 
delivers population counts 
to the President.

March 2011

By law, the Census Bureau 
completes deliver y of 
redistrict ing dat a to st ates.

Fo r  m o r e i n f o r m at i o n ab o u t  t he  
2 010  Census, g o  t o  2 010 census.g ov.
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